
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 13 May: Be Epic -non 

uniform for a donation 

Thurs 19 May: Menu swap 

for census 

Tues 24 May: Key Stage 2 

sports morning 9.45am at St 

Martins Field.  

Wed 25 May: Key Stage 2 

reserve sports morning  

Thurs 26 May: Rec and Yr6 

height and weight  

HALF TERM: Mon 30 May to 

Fri 3 June 

Mon 13 June: Rec and Key 

Stage 1 sports morning on 

the school grounds 

Mon 20 June – Reserve date 

for Rec and Key Stage 1 

sports morning 

Fri 8 July: School Summer 

Fair 

Tues 26 July: Last day of 

term 

 

Newsletter – Wednesday 11 May 2022 

School display: Thank you for the pictures for our Welcome display to 

show our welcome and support to our Ukrainian families.  We had so 

many pictures; they are displayed across 4 boards.  We do have room for 

more so if you have anything to contribute, please do bring it in.  The 

variety of what we have had is fantastic – knitted flag, material sewn flag, 

Hama bead hearts and flags, flags made out of straws, paintings, drawings, 

rainbows, Ukrainian messages, sunflowers – thank you for all the efforts 

that have gone into this. 

Young Voices concert: The Young Voices concert is always an amazing 

experience for our choir, something we attend annually. We start learning 

the music in choir after school in September with weekly rehearsals and 

usually have the concert in January. With COVID-19 delaying that this year, 

it was postponed until last week when we enjoyed a fabulous show at 

Birmingham Arena! We danced and sang all afternoon in rehearsals with 

108 other schools, totalling 5000 children, and then pulled it out the bag 

with a brilliant show in the evening. It was lovely to see so many of our 

parents in the audience this year, we were lucky to be able to spot them 

despite the stage lights shining in our eyes! The children were 

exceptionally well behaved and really did Exminster Community Primary 

School proud. Another fantastic concert… bring on 2023!  Thank you to our 

staff and volunteers who made it possible for us to attend this amazing 

event. 

Be EPIC day: on Friday 13 May we will be holding a non-school uniform 

day to raise money for the school.  We invite children to wear what they 

want that day – they can dress up, they can wear non-school uniform – 

whatever they choose.  There is a ParentPay item set up for you to make a 

donation.  All monies raised will support the creative curriculum to enrich 

it with resources for each year group.  Please see the attached poster. 

Paint a Pebble: Thank you for the wonderfully creative entries into our 

pebble painting competition.  It was very difficult for Mrs Stapleton to 

judge this but has selected Josh M and Ivy C as winners.  Well done and thank you to everyone that 

entered.   

Staffing: Mr Slingsby has decided to leave our school. We would like to pay tribute and thank Mr Slingsby for 

his hard work and commitment to the school during his time with us and wish him all the best for the future.   

Please see the message from Mr Slingsby:  Dear Exminster, It comes with a heavy heart that my time at 



 

 

 

Exminster Community Primary School is over. I have enjoyed every minute of it - even the gungings and ice 

buckets! As you are aware, my circumstances have changed over the last month with the arrival of my 

daughter Ettie. This has provided me with the opportunity to take extended paternity leave so I can spend 

time with Ettie and Becki, my partner, whilst also looking at working closer to home.  Thank you to you all the 

staff, children and their families. I hope to schedule a date to pop in soon. Mr Slingsby. 

Mrs Coville and Mrs Fuller will continue teaching 2S and Mrs Martin and Mr Moore will continue to teach in 

2CM. 

School Census Day: Census Day will take place next Thursday, 19 May and is an important day for the 

school. On this day, data is collected from the school which is used to calculate some of our funding for the 

next financial year. As well as recording the number of children on roll it also records our uptake of Free 

School Meals (FSM) and Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) on that particular day. This then informs 

our funding to run the kitchen for the next year. We do not make any money from the kitchen and school 

does need to use other funds in order to run it however we do get some grant funding that supports this.  

It is for this reason that we are asking for your support to ensure that we maximise meal numbers on that 

day. As far as possible, we would like every child who is entitled to a Free School Meal or a Universal Infant 

Free School Meals (all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children) to have a school lunch.   If they normally have a 

packed lunch and would like to try a dinner on this day, they can do this and still bring in their packed lunch 

in case they do not like it.  Please see the section below for further details on FSM and UIFSM 

The menu for Thursday 19 and Friday 20 May will be reversed as follows; 

Thursday      Friday 

    

Road at the back of school: the lane at the back of school is a private road owned by local residents.  School 

staff have access by car because it leads to their place of work.  Parents do not have the right to drive down 



 

 

 

this lane.  Please do not use the lane and staff carpark if driving to school.  Local residents have recently 

been blocked from accessing their driveways.   

Weekly celebration assembly: Here is what our press pack has reported this week: 

Year group Celebrated learning 

Reception Reception have started a plant experiment to investigate what plants need to grow.  
We think we know but we want to prove it and gather evidence to back up what we 
think.  We are trying to test the theory that if you are kind to plants, it makes them 
grow more.  One plant is being sung to every day by the class!  

Year 1 Year 1 have planted sunflower seeds and now taken these home to grow.  They 
talked about how the bees would be attracted to these.  This links to their wildlife 
challenge they are doing through the RSPB – a weekly challenge to help nature and 
the world around them.  This week was part of the challenge to make mini meadows 
to attract the animals and insects. 

Year 2 Year 2 loved their trip to Brixham to visit the Golden Hind and are learning all about 
Sir Francis Drake.  The children did a beach clean, made stone sculptures and sang 
enthusiastically (sea shanties) all the way round Brixham!  It took him 3 years to 
travel the world and he did this in one trip.  He took 80 crew members and only came 
home with 56.  Luckily, we took 58 to Brixham and came home with 58! 

Year 3 Year 3 have been learning about the River Nile and why it was so important to the 
Egyptians.  They compared this with the Stone Age that was happening at the same 
time and how the Egyptians were much more advanced. 

Year 4 In Maths children have been rounding decimals, ordering and comparing them.  In 
History, children looked at how Exeter was established as a Roman city.  Primary 
evidence was explored.  The first time Exeter became a city was under the Romans.  
They then explored that if it was a Roman city, what should we be able to find here?  
Explored the findings of archaeology digs in the area and argued which were the most 
significant finds. 

Year 5 Year 5 enjoyed the first spelling workshop of the summer term.  Parents listened to a 
session from Miss Allen about reading and then enjoyed a variety of games with the 
children.  The children have been playing these at home and working hard on 
practising their spellings.  It was fantastic to have parents back in school, working 
with staff and the children and we are looking forward to the other workshops in 
future weeks. 

Year 6 Year 6 have been innovating their islands (building on last week’s invention) and we 
heard some of their explanations they had written.  They had started the sentences in 
a range of ways, used technical language and used a formal tone to their explanation. 

 



 

 

 

Dog owners: please ensure you take your dog mess home with you if you bring your dog on the school run.  

Local residents are reporting bags being left behind or down the lane at the back of school. 

Spelling workshops: we are reintroducing our spelling workshops for Rec-Y5 this summer term.  These will 

be held on a Thursday morning in the school hall from approximately 9-9.30am and parents are invited to 

attend these alongside the children in that year group.  The format for these workshops is a brief 

introduction from the teaching team followed by activities set up on rotation for you and your child to get 

involved with.  The whole year group attends and children work together and/or with a parent if they are 

able to attend.  There will be an opportunity for a catch up with other parents after with a tea/coffee.  We 

are looking forward to starting to welcome parents into school again this term.  Dates for workshops are as 

follows: 

Date  Year group 

Thursday 19 May Rec 

Thursday 26 May Y1 

Thursday 9 June Y2 

Thursday 16 June Y3 

Thursday 23 June Y4 

 

Chair Person, Exmimster School Assocation: our sincere thanks go to Amanda Fuller who has been chair of 

the School Association for 3 years now.  Due to not being able to appoint a new chair person, Amanda has 

kindly stayed on for an additional year but can no longer stay on in this role.  We would like to thank 

Amanda for her organization and communication throughout this time, thinking in different ways to raise 

money during a difficult time and consistently leading this essential association.  At the end of May, the 

organization will need a new chair person or co-chairs.  Amanda will guide a new person/people through the 

role and be there in a supportive role.  Please consider this role as the association cannot run without a chair 

person. If you would like further information about the role please contact esa@exminsterschool.co.uk.  

Early Epic and Epic Eve Booking: The booking forms to request sessions for next half term 6 June to 26 July 

will be closing at 9am on Monday morning. Please note sessions are allocated on a first come first serve 

basis and are not confirmed until we have received your booking request as well as full payment in advance 

and a confirmatory email is issued from the school office. 

Early Epic: https://forms.gle/87Evmo9ydPC7pRXr6 

Epic Eve: https://forms.gle/Yzym9UHPZVFP2FVY8 

 

mailto:esa@exminsterschool.co.uk
https://forms.gle/87Evmo9ydPC7pRXr6
https://forms.gle/Yzym9UHPZVFP2FVY8


 

 

 

 


